
   

Fact Sheet (09/2017) 
 
Hack4Climate is a 4-day Climate/Blockchain hackathon event. Its objective is to mobilise the 
‘blockchain’/DLT (Distributed Ledger Technology) community for #ClimateAction, assuring 
that the Paris Climate Agreement is successfully implemented. Hack4Climate is held with 
the support of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Secretariat in 
Bonn, Germany - during the COP23 climate conference in November 2017. It is financed by 
public and private sponsors, and organised as part of the Climate Ledger Initiative (CLI), an 
international, multi-stakeholder initiative at the intersection of climate and DLT.  

Why a climate/blockchain hackathon? 
Climate is the world’s most significant challenge. DLT represents one of the world’s most high-potential 
technologies. Hack4Climate brings the two together. A dedicated innovation focus is needed because: 
1. The innovation potential at the climate/blockchain intersection is substantial; 
2. There has been few connections between the climate and blockchain communities thus far; 
3. #ClimateAction is very urgent - a dedicated initiative can accelerate the convening of stakeholders 
and facilitate the development of practicable solutions in the light of regulatory frameworks and 
international conventions.  

Where & when? 
Hack4Climate will take place in Bonn, 12.-16. November 
2017. It is held in parallel to the UN COP23 climate change 
conference (bringing together over 20’000 high-level 
government, NGO, university and business representatives). 
Media and side events will tie the two together. 
Hack4Climate will be the first COP-linked hackathon. 

Who can participate? 
Hack4Climate runs an application process for interested 
individuals, who may group to teams prior or during the 
event. Target participants have relevant DLT skills and 
genuinely want to make a climate contribution. 
Hack4Climate accepts applications from anywhere in the 
world. A total of 100 participants will be invited to Bonn, and 
others will have the opportunity to engage online. 

Is there preparatory activity & information? 
Yes. Hack4Climate includes half-day preparatory workshops in the course of September 2017. These 
are held physically in 17 regional centres around the globe, and are partially distributed online 
thereafter. The workshops convene interested potential participants and provide them with a climate 
download as well as an opportunity to interact with other applicants, exchange ideas and ask 
questions. Hack4Climate so engages well over 1000 individuals already in the run-up to the event. 

Are there challenges & awards? 
The main challenge to address is how to contribute to #ClimateAction compatible with the Paris 
Climate Agreement. Specifically, Hack4Climate will feature 5 challenge focus areas and 1 where 
‘anything goes’, as detailed in the table below. Each area will have dedicated sponsors, who contribute 
data and knowhow. For each focus area, also one use case is presented. Teams then choose one focus 
area for their project. This may be for the presented use case, or for a completely new idea.  
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What is the program like in Bonn? 
We are convinced that participants and sponsors will have a highly engaged and unique experience 
during their 4 days in Bonn (see Table below). The hack itself is structured in a 6h hack-up and a full 
24h session. Before, after and between the two hacks, participants enjoy speeches by climate and 
blockchain experts, experience unique parts of Bonn, and an exciting excursion. There are nice 
receptions & dinners, and above all, lots of quality time to learn, make a difference, forge new links. 
Important to note are the official COP23 program elements, before and after the core hack event. 

Who are the Organisers? 
The Climate Ledger Initiative (CLI) has the objective to foster innovation at the blockchain/climate 
intersection. CLI is a multi-stakeholder initiative promoting research and innovation. Hack4Climate is 
a CLI ‘Call-out’ activity. CLI has partnered with UNFCCC to hold Hack4Climate in parallel to the COP23 
climate conference in Bonn, and it mandated the Zurich-based not-for-profit foundation Cleantech21 
for project management. For the event, Cleantech21 cooperates with Hackerbay, Rockstar, Validity 
Labs, and the Impact Hub Network.  

 

For further Information: 
• Check-out http://www.hack4climate.org, register for updates with our general inquiry form 

• Especially for Participants: This is our Background Information FAQ, this our Application form 

• For Sponsors: This Summary & Background FAQ is for you, this the Interest-Application form 

http://www.climateledger.org/
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/cop-23-bonn/
http://www.cleantech21.org/
https://hackerbay.com/
http://www.rockstar.jobs/
https://www.validitylabs.org/
https://www.validitylabs.org/
http://www.impacthub.net/
http://www.hack4climate.org/
http://foodcoa.us14.list-manage.com/subscribe/post?u=bc1cd8a7869a2763ef7b94890&id=bdf89a5229
http://www.hack4climate.org/public/Hack4Climate_FAQ-Participants_092017.pdf
https://hack4climate.org/apply.html
https://www.hack4climate.org/public/Hack4Climate_SponsorSum_102017.pdf
https://hack4climate.org/public/Hack4Climate_FAQ-Sponsors_092017.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0PMnZxbMzkTHzFI0ENoht9CQRiMSN41CE3l7ySYxhncO-Ng/viewform
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